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[57] ABSTRACT 

The present invention provides an elastomeric head- 
band containing an amplifier device such as stereo- 
phonic radio or a recording amplifier. The headband 
includes earphones which overlie the user's ears. The 
elastomeric band is suitably sized to be readily mounted 
and dismounted from the user's head. The headband 
may be floatable in water. 

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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1 2 

™, . operation while the circuit board may be located other- 

WATERPROOF RADIO HEADBAND wise such as at the front or rear of the user's head. 

, The amplifier U may be of any conventional design 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION and is therefore not shown in detail schematic. One 
The present invention relates to personal amplifier 5 Preferred unit is available from Toshiba Corporation 
equipment and more particularly to an inflatable self undcr ^ e desi « nation Stereo Receiver RP-30. Such 
contained headband which includes an amplifier unit recaver a frequency range of FM 88-108 MHz, 
and earphones. operates on 1.5 DC volts and has a power output of 10 

mW. This receiver also has a 32 ohms mini jack for 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 10 stereo headphones. The earphones may be connected 

Personal radio receiving equipment has been known ^ oncs ™* * 

for several years and has become very popular for jog- ^a^ J?' dimensions of this receiver is 

gers, walkers and the like. While the previous walk- £I*l 'vJ^„ u 

about radios have very adequately served the purpose ,< i U °?? * controUed b * 40 on /° ff 

of the individual mvoLdln X^ljoIK wtfit is ^t^^'T^ ^ 

radios are generally not suitable for use in a wa er envi- second time, the amplifier is switched off. The amplifier 

ronment such as swimming, surfing, water siding and may further include a radio frequency control 17 which 

At u* ct , u w_ , u 20 may be rotated to adjust the frequency being received. 

At least one attempt has been made m the past to The device 10 may have a volume control 18 which 

adapt the walkabout type radio for use in a water envi- may be rotated to raise and lower the volume of sound, 

ronment U.S. Pat. No. 4,456,797 (Olsen) shows such a An antenna 19 is provided in the unit 10. The controls 

device. The Olsen stereo system includes a belt and may be alternatively electronic rather than manual. For 

sealed envelope which may be worn about the user's 25 example, a remote tuner may be used thereby having all 

waist A retractable cord then extends to a pair of ear- elements of the headband covered by the elastomer, 

phones which are worn on the user's head. While such Battery access may be through a screw cap (not 

a device may serve the purpose, it is cumbersome. The shown). 

loose wire and device about the waist may be impedi- The earphones 13 and 14 may be of conventional 

ments to swimming, surfing, and other activities where 30 design and are suitably interconnected to the amplifier 

there is a significant movement between the user and 12 such as by the wires 21 and 22. 

the water surface. The entire system, with the exception of the external 

GENERAL DESPH IPTTON OF thp rMVTrxrrr^M ^ r 1 dons . of two control s 17 and 18, may be sealed 
ucNcRAL DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION within the elastomeric headband 23 in such a manner 

The present device is a radio receiver or cassette 35 thal tne entire unit is waterproof. Any suitable elasto- 
player system in which all the components including mer ^ °e usc ^ 80 l° n 8 85 toe elastomer is resistant to 
the circuit boards, wiring, earphones, and antenna are water, providing a waterproof enclosure for the ampli- 
enclosed within a sealed water-tight headband. The fier and earphones and so long as the necessary elastic- 
present invention does not have loose wires or bulky ity P f esent. The elasticity permits stretching the band 
units that hang about the body. The present device 40 ovcr * e ^ s nead m * holds the band in P Iace during 
permits use in a wide variety of sports such as swim- ° ne 8uitable elastomer is thermoplastic polyure- 

ming, safl boating, surfing and wind surfing, as well as ^ anc rcsin such 33 T e*m-913 sold by Mobay Chemical 
walking and the like. The headband may be made of any Corporation. The band may be inflated with sufficient 
suitable elastomeric material and seals the various com- m t0 P*: ovide liability. The inflation may be adjusted 
ponents including the earphones, receiver or cassette 45 t0 Pf?.^ Slzm 8 th f rcby fltting various head sizcs ' 
player from the external environment Desirably, the * w ! ulc u a Preferred embodiment of the present inven- 
present device floats in water. . 13 shown m *IGS. 1-3, it is to be recognized that 

various modifications may be made. For example, the 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS devices of the present invention may be provided in a 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the device of the 5 ° mon ?P honic = embodiment having either one or two 
present invention- earphones. Moreover, the present invention may be 

FIG. 3 show! ibe prmmit device in use by a swimmer. „ ^J^C^^SfRS 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT monitor and/or a lap counter. 
INVENTION w e claim: 

One embodiment of the waterproof headband 10 of int^X&^lTf 1 ^ ****** C ° mp ™~ 

as hereinafter described. The headband X0 includes a meric band, said band being adapted to snugeJy encase 

as amplifier 12 including suitable circuit boards which to the said user's head and said earphones "betas dis 
may be of a conventional structure. The unit 10 includes 65 posed adjacent to said user's ears * 

° f ,.^ ead P hones 13 and 14 * The sound amplifier headband of claim 1, wherein 
'P^from the amplifier 12 in such a man- said headband is sized by the amount of inflation and 
ner that the earphones overlie the user's ears during floats in water. 
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3. The headband of claim 2, wherein said circuitry is 
encased within a housing and wherein said housing 
comprises a portion of said waterproof jacket 

4. The waterproof headband of claim 3, wherein said 
housing comprises an elastomeric encasement. 5 

5. The waterproof headband of claim 2, wherein said 
amplifier comprises a radio receiver. 

6. The waterproof headband of claim 2, wherein said 
amplifier comprises a radio receiver having at least one 
control which may be manipulated by depressing said 10 
control while said control lies beneath the surface of 
said elastomeric encasement 

7. The waterproof headband of claim 4, wherein said 
amplifier comprises a radio receiver having at least one 
control with a rotatable shaft, said rotatable shaft ex- 15 
tending through said elastomeric encasement, whereby 
said control may be manipulated from outside said en- 
casement 

8. A radio set comprising a housing and a radio re- 
ceiver, said receiver being disposed in said housing, said 20 



housing providing a water tight seal for said receiver, 
earphones associated with said receiver, said earphones 
being adapted to overlie a user's ears to transmit sound 
into said ears from radio reception, a water tight elasto- 
meric inflatable head band for securing said housing, 
receiver and earphones on the user's head, said bead- 
band serving to encase at least said earphones, said 
headband being floatable in water. 

9. The radio set of claim 8, wherein said set is remote 
controlled. 

10. A watersport radio set comprising a radio re- 
ceiver and at least one earphone, said radio receiver and 
said earphone being encased in a unitary elastomeric 
inflatable band, said elastomeric band being steed to 
snuggly surround a swimmers head, said earphone 
being located in said band such that the receiver is car- 
ried adjacent to the swimmer's head, said earphone 
being positioned adjacent the user's ear during use. 
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